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WSSA 2021 Yearend Public Awareness Committee Report  

 
Committee Code and Name:     E13, Public Awareness (PA)    
 

Committee Chair:  Caren A. Schmidt, NE 

 

Committee Members for this year:  

• Neha Rana   NC 

• David Simpson   NC 

• Dilpreet Riar   NC 

• Reid Smeda   NC 

• Nick Steppig   NC 

• Jacob Barney   NE 

• Theresa Piskáčková  NE  

• Wykle Green   NE 

• Wes Everman   NE 

• Reginald Fletcher  S  

• Bart Clewis   S 

• Camp Hand   S 

• Rebecca Fletcher  USDA 

• Joe Armstrong   W 

• Andy Hulting    W 

• Jessica Enns   CWSS 

• Erica Haug   APMS 

• Meghan Dilliott  Graduate Student Representative  

• Delaney Foster  Graduate Student Representative 

• Lee Van Wychen  Ex Officio 

• Eric Gustafson   Ex Officio 

• Linda Edgerton  Ex Officio 
 

Board Liaison:   

• WSSA President, Anita Dille 
 

Committee Members Rotating Off:   

• Jacob Barney, NE 

• Art Gover, NE 

• David Simpson, NC 

• Delaney Foster, Grad Student Representative 

• Andy Hulting, W 

• Joe Armstrong, W 
 

Appropriate Replacements:         

• Erin Hitchner, NE 

• Dawn Refsell, NC 
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• Sarah Kezar, Graduate Student Representative 

• Dilshan De Silva Benaragama, CWSS 
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Summary of Activities  

 

1. What were the committee’s goals for this year?    

• Increase public awareness of weeds, their impact and effective management techniques  

• Bring attention to important weed control-related programs and challenges   

• Raise the visibility of WSSA and the weed science profession 
 

2. List the committee’s accomplishments (through December 2021):  

• We created and distributed 13 press releases that span a wide range of topics of interest 
to our members, the broader industry and the public – from the impact of invasive 
species to technological advances in weed control. Each was: 

o Distributed online through the Cision PRWeb distribution service  
o Sent to our custom list of industry journalists 
o Sent to WSSA members  
o Promoted by our committee members via social media.  
o See “Press Releases by the Numbers” below for topics and performance details. 

• We created and posted a fact sheet and web promo on HRAC mode of action updates. 

• We created and posted a web promo for the “War Against Weeds” podcast. 

• We responded to interview requests from The Wall Street Journal, Brownfield Ag News, 
and AgNet Media – the latter two involving our release on the use of artificial 
intelligence in weed management.  

• We identified a recipient of the WSSA Excellence in Journalism award, to be announced 
during WSSA’s annual meeting. 

 

 
PRESS RELEASES BY THE NUMBERS 

 
HEADLINE TOTAL 

POTENTIAL 
AUDIENCE 

RELEASE 
VIEWS  

ONLINE 
PICKUP 
(# news 
outlets, 
tweets) 

ENGAGEMENT 
ACTIONS 

(click-through, 
share)  

Years of Effective Weed Control 
Required to Produce Prized 
Christmas Trees, WSSA Says 

Dec 13 2021 

32,836,091 2,876  91  9  

Weed Science Societies Announce 
Upcoming Annual Meetings 

Nov 29, 2021 

32,524,968 2,660 115 36 

Front-Line Responders Fight Plant 
Invaders That Fuel Fires 

Nov 9, 2021 

28,302,060 2,608 113 7 

Oktoberfest: Time to Raise a Glass to 
Weed Control in Hops! 

Oct 5, 2021 

31,954,243 2,452 95 33 

http://www.prweb.com/search.aspx?search-releases=WSSA&hitsPerPage=20
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/HRAC-FACT-SHEET-FINAL-1.pdf
https://wssa.net/2021/04/have-you-heard-about-hracs-mode-of-action-updates/
https://wssa.net/2021/06/new-podcast-focuses-on-the-war-against-weeds/
http://www.prweb.com/releases/years_of_effective_weed_control_required_to_produce_prized_christmas_trees_wssa_says/prweb18388393.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/years_of_effective_weed_control_required_to_produce_prized_christmas_trees_wssa_says/prweb18388393.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/years_of_effective_weed_control_required_to_produce_prized_christmas_trees_wssa_says/prweb18388393.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFtZJH8h0FDiJQXGWdiDtg4OrKRJddGqQ9J-2FDpr5ATg-2B4-2B0BzRcO4PcHVnibj8kJ7RKD8p2GZUUmFH9C-2FSv9o3hSBFTLCwUZWU-2B118U5RUzFvUX-2BwmdwMOUW-2F271VsWml4JnUDUZULuOdwoST1NlTQsgKSWDSnFxktlM1GPA8aXdLjgwDK0rdr4QBNA77o330dMcn3x-2FLsjIC9tfAMD4QgyneJzy2-2F3F85l9u3WZkdmdDYkgMtlnYMh6M6yduS84DKYJzkOdPRM6Ipn8MePkZCOA-3D-3DmCa0_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNSElhu8702RS7-2Fb-2B6FBDns7FqTjq1jbPdh-2F5JHp1i2PYNt8RQg8D2VVpHoYp9CIPLRMx7q7bSudhZQRLLLWnO3R8uV5Qc5f8nQaIvPWLkIEzsnpDwMIy6wXsIJ9PV-2FYSMSef3p-2FP-2BacCHGuZv0-2B-2FfMAYyfKtDOWYGkUOOhkzIma9-2FHTtsbO4nAefa1YA5t53P1sF7GVEqDPtA-2FAg6Cba4reg7y-2BmOiuMD6-2BOJLwxUUAHQrA0-2BhJM0DYGHS7zTClC-2Bj-2FBl4dWDLkp-2F6lYe6N-2FBM
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_societies_announce_upcoming_annual_meetings/prweb18355229.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_societies_announce_upcoming_annual_meetings/prweb18355229.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFQIW8he95xN0PWymIAOlgUHK28AI8pOCAKuqEJ3kRivALUBlmd5AAMPcyfms21e5yVoRxC-2BJia3yBlp4ocEdmHw1dbRhTfpXVt3Kl2puiePC7zNJH5Slu-2Bvkab7wzZ073wzc-2BKemdFzlnglFTQVVRqYqWk1ZuWa2dPmOA-2FQ2WGaZP67Lu1E9kH07J3g-2BYVV8kzhf0jOYhxummBXq6WQnZcQ9GH5Y0kdKNa83SBgNoeFXylgBIaiYXSqCQVf0nQfimaQ9UltjBYxd4xMCQb-2Bvxlg-3D-3DcPiX_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNXYO3LdJtpM6DG6OIofAlYnyDooaLQy37UIXUiTsRI3kHcGH3cQV-2Be706I4VyzFos09V214tkzZ2y7bc2RqrlaOtXMQvX4S3CqY95aS788J2YI0OWE2LBwYyhGq-2FFm4OdkB-2B1mIkyXI5GnzoTOG9Dnf1jJY71GVkqpXhdb-2FUjgrwavTRs75K1dcuEA4-2B8A2rCHXRc-2F5z411ELxc34LJmaO0cNY1bo0NW6p8A0XtQsleDXQPS0zHkw4wpj3MXZSPs3Oe1DNkH6LdKxUYx2e9Dc0
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpQUfz1VBnXVgZrJPPGK1dnnL233hAz-2B-2B4XQlrMbAl5z6QuSCzAqzBHzid8D8V7qSpBwQZ1MnpeE-2Bteam-2F2R-2BLi9Pp8jPvRnTWTfRHfcfoSAikIrm20VopOgToEjsvtpCEhtaCvP2yawvf5fUMG4kupIBOW-2FCzW1-2BTctDaV-2FlImFsbdhYUFk77z5e76-2BQumvyacyRtLjW4RGok3vyAfgeEpxvujggOo5Ceu3-2FeQhjeaj4rNMhCiDO4Pu1vaDgalpiwxbCFi8fq1VqbYjp3g6LsxzfvnJvz1aBwyTtljUr2ReJ4Xf5Wu8VUTEIfEo3rG9Bcw-3D-3Dp5Er_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNXYO3LdJtpM6DG6OIofAlYnyDooaLQy37UIXUiTsRI3kHcGH3cQV-2Be706I4VyzFos09V214tkzZ2y7bc2RqrlaOtXMQvX4S3CqY95aS788J2YI0OWE2LBwYyhGq-2FFm4OcSYSC4EhavT5n5xfSNhH9JchJibBZNeHXAXQLDgU2RnIAgEDerWKLFgvbW-2BaoVDDnYDsRt0I5FqnVryD8Xy4mQw-2BsqIGl5a-2BhmIfk8OwK5kipE688ZGbmse68g5VuFHTY9NXFYsEog4b0oPJBIMusO
http://www.prweb.com/releases/front_line_responders_fight_plant_invaders_that_fuel_fires/prweb18320308.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/front_line_responders_fight_plant_invaders_that_fuel_fires/prweb18320308.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaF9CZEJUDMHa0-2FH8qNoJmsbx1rTUCAoG7itMS-2FgDDKqZRLNSI5Q27URACuaiRHY4QcMxKrXSSMJmPSpZFUiXodBHx-2BEXKUB1P5pfdbHMkLpCjZOOhpPWA-2FaMxvv6V4UOsVmdkakEVOw1XG5nUx3ZihfBDBcMDf-2BbycZ6EHhZlHvbzPTRO-2BqZ2fT8j-2F9rbMA70XmUc3lBdNvntneuSwe49MysXXF1JBVr95PMP7FYzYyviW4QxSHZwGCmI6v7M8xOfJwi7hrsVbyclDI-2FjxgKsP4g-3D-3Dl1hc_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKMnkGBvE8x91rwWlQGYPoYdhzmewF0YHrANcxyNMbr3XwHBNMHIYuOZj2eC-2Bx1UevTvvWMPvnP9qmYoioss5nivD2-2FnfY-2BvI2NdJ2Ll9u62rITbrcSH9jthBzb2TS-2FR6jRnQ0jgHMSModrV7-2F40WGKebqcbJx7oocIkRP-2BR2irseZI7dH-2BK3gXhNEvEKGuftRTMK3qji-2BlI1i6TWX62HdpJhNGsXyXv0mtsh3IAqi2HlhHZ-2FhWqBN5JbhjaaKcMQ8oggldwFKS-2FLyU5N4FWWHlz
http://www.prweb.com/releases/oktoberfest_time_to_raise_a_glass_to_weed_control_in_hops/prweb18240005.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/oktoberfest_time_to_raise_a_glass_to_weed_control_in_hops/prweb18240005.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaF6STCIWmHrut-2FNe9WJYIK-2B-2FJKmsxiD4XsjzaE20Fnwlmau05EU7ItgpieeKm5Dcy0b3d5Zrg4bJDpF-2FxzdDe8s8ElwKAHftozYr6lZOIeRPvGySzjxI1uf5gqaHXpr-2BkHIUsYhfNb0Bq-2BHRpT6Vo9HpKdR95JSg6xKdelobzeVbHQuxqNOZT6TKUu8MJRyCh3oE5-2B3QPqZbJt5nVa-2Fd-2BWmCWat3ych4wsbs9j1bF2gDrzMbBmLaeB983t582GXRI6Wi8s1UeN-2FIyaKtM-2BJW9hVQ-3D-3DBCzQ_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNPkunHXPNJCmXutFlTnrtVTue3LdqpqsWYcRGtbOzDPqQht8w0yoNGYkcvLj9i55omcIER6kxQ9BCIBeOzf2iY2UDn8ge6ZH2ECXLjvJhx4BDDvSbqONW8ACteeKonKQnzwbPz-2BDXgez8iuHspiRs5yTOHvxKGWN2-2B-2FleOnSkJWGtFLDC0aTDi0sadvCmoWyJwP080DaGYLfxgHciVeotZ0dVTleFn-2BehwCEfm4CbclbsmwJv-2FfmEQNDH1dstmqBLEir6Sdu7BpOInJTa4woTO
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HEADLINE TOTAL 
POTENTIAL 
AUDIENCE 

RELEASE 
VIEWS  

ONLINE 
PICKUP 
(# news 
outlets, 
tweets) 

ENGAGEMENT 
ACTIONS 

(click-through, 
share)  

Students Test Their Skills in Regional 
Weed Science Contests 

Sep 15 2021 

35,900,202 2,256 123 17 

Weed Genomics Consortium 
Accelerates Genetic Sequencing of 
Weeds, Launches Conference & 
Training Workshops 

Aug 11, 2021 

37,002,107 3,412 123 33 

WSSA Members to Present Latest 
Research During Upcoming Annual 
Meeting of the Aquatic Plant 
Management Society 

Jun 28, 2021 

43,423,593 3,312 109 15 

The Results are in: WSSA Survey 
Ranks Most Common and Most 
Troublesome Weeds in Grass Crops, 
Pasture, and Turf 

May 11, 2021 

38,694,676 3,390 100 15 

Free Educational Webinars Offered 
During "National Invasive Species 
Awareness Week" 

Apr 20, 2021 

35,026,249 4,280 86 17 

Can Artificial Intelligence Help 
Growers Win the Weed Wars? 

Mar 17, 2021 

41,445,792 4,563 56 18 

WSSA Honors Outstanding Weed 
Scientists During 2021 Awards 
Program 

Feb 17, 2021 

39,187,853 3,927 55 22 

WSSA Cautions Against Poor Choices 
That Can Spread Invasive Weeds 

Jan 26, 2021 

29,911,873 3,647 56 28 

WSSA and Affiliated Science 
Societies Share Plans for 2021 
Virtual Annual Meetings 

Jan 13, 2021 

31,852,538 3,258 69 3 

http://www.prweb.com/releases/students_test_their_skills_in_regional_weed_science_contests/prweb18193515.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/students_test_their_skills_in_regional_weed_science_contests/prweb18193515.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFRNgVmm0Vjjti-2FlYNMECBAsv2tPgXa8jDmXiGyhdmP8B0of5IiSbb4LN7U4bv7o-2Be11amIZNdnvg9-2Fr54Se8MA52yF7JKTIelN9TsOOuceHwPsuyqVIZSkerp0zVLcVfRDu1kEZlQb272dHKIJp8ChijXO8ps5OMGanN8pnB4wSufNPXMgfhaJfgrgObnjRKVSdwu2QOwg-2BIsRjM-2BgfvDrzmo7Tm-2BOZ9Umu73e0QxJ7CwRJii1KMHNCFZVBSt9-2BpK3dr3X1EVG81F9izWw7gPlA-3D-3DPuaa_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKONN8JSPfyZlwFSNMkYSHcQsMFTe-2B42Pffh4Gj0LGch0WbtDgZqjC1-2F1r-2FXyS-2F-2FHR8VG1xIjI8ywDoHOUNP-2Bo7cVP-2B1Yjfv4590p5lglqyK-2B0AQb4Puj4RuFxxLIcaCBLUNFVbUaozTP8Zfu8ZfluDjdf3AVgFPiy-2F7VcJ14Qe0fljJTsnjrXKuG4RZQwvkFQZwXHl9fBThI3YXBSc1NCKAVy4GsZVi7fV0h7r006RG5uD96xu1XsfkoF-2F7e3njV5g-2BcT2obAEW2MAgouQWbu38
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpQUfz1VBnXVgZrJPPGK1dnnL233hAz-2B-2B4XQlrMbAl5z6z8n37qc0jBQlOgecBt6d-2FryeF4bjMG8OJ9p1PeotSLeO453Ie6zFC97YOxwLk1l-2F9praF9CXb0d4yLNaYue2-2Bb8wsonDVMfI5xgd1NZFKYzUxlAsAuYk8P3X1pdD9XpfVR-2FieCn-2BmZ18rIwo3CMDLc6MMxXC5oKkXYZWY0JMxR2Hkdt1izM6GD9zts2z6UgwhT2HuKxYwI1utgQb0PK8LcQKss9nlyej7c-2FNrKENbizzrLCKg9azxQyE26j5hm0uxWQDw0ZA5lhdh0Uj80hpZg-3D-3DfwAV_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKONN8JSPfyZlwFSNMkYSHcQsMFTe-2B42Pffh4Gj0LGch0WbtDgZqjC1-2F1r-2FXyS-2F-2FHR8VG1xIjI8ywDoHOUNP-2Bo7cVP-2B1Yjfv4590p5lglqyK-2B0AQb4Puj4RuFxxLIcaCBLXp09qR9Vs-2BtRq-2B5NCe1MvYrhFyLLuMrcgdwoCOYOUDK783jI-2BpUAO8stoKdtv2HPjsHcFpmqHd51mE4Qkaw3qlUjHuE6-2BdQQj83zlm2OBvjsBSDgg9-2FVJNxdlmvN5MmFW58xbVKI4FYzvvdEf0eLMF
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_genomics_consortium_accelerates_genetic_sequencing_of_weeds_launches_conference_training_workshops/prweb18124492.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_genomics_consortium_accelerates_genetic_sequencing_of_weeds_launches_conference_training_workshops/prweb18124492.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_genomics_consortium_accelerates_genetic_sequencing_of_weeds_launches_conference_training_workshops/prweb18124492.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_genomics_consortium_accelerates_genetic_sequencing_of_weeds_launches_conference_training_workshops/prweb18124492.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFkHu9d41qCRr06ZB-2Fr7PmsIRXu-2F44ysGA8SIpP291vJtA4HKD4UqwY8IMliff03-2BYMp0zCwmemHAZ2OLn-2FJK6QIqY8l7tTfq3fkHD52wQkB7sBEYvns0orToexp9zcPKu1GvlXCITxw9-2BWejxY342mMUfDQi8lcaYdq2B3VmEnCHtfU6KJoEc4XUjCXN0N-2FOicjmtDrPRLn0TkhMWIgJezG2daPEv0IluberEggf3NY7vLTflboqkix3e5clo5PESl2J30U7i-2BEcjy2xS-2BSzNQw-3D-3DGa3I_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKOnSC9BNzttjOFpTyGmcAoHeukvMSi0ABSMQYitVhbABOk0Sp4D4fc4I0zymN9EcEjiOkPKNSbdmBBMLkUKsaFzyXTAxVgxlH4TBJHzJFstHFxyKvRzu2DUkLv1bgV1GOgDMy9wGn75tIYroSLCnmzMga0jcf-2Fbkpp8VjglQLQiueKkJityuvU58LhQPwnzYdBUyz2VRvPwJ0Sm-2FFwB7stTdHdCBQdOlIXda-2FhcVBDrmGDLmRA4STw0dprqRhZx9eYoJ26rW1QI4oOsodtvgmE0
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpQUfz1VBnXVgZrJPPGK1dnnL233hAz-2B-2B4XQlrMbAl5z6a-2FTbTOqUxEA6h1GQTIYfpzE445tUZDosGoaMi7W0iwGkRvFeuMi9ar35DiP592xPpJ4FZ9xAIhlSxMyZf9peZVGvvNTSh8y-2BpAzXkZCBDS6fXNYuaMWajYt4ENzTy-2FFMRg1yUVJVdaHC2mNFe9IPa-2BaozBTYF7FoxfuK6XR-2BpuouzbI5kav2fJ8pWS7kbxqH0A748qn8JktzInP0g9VfIgc-2FKuyL4Ako7AhfGXRu03hxKmGD7-2BCEhiC-2B74HDNJdHrXirHbeKFu-2BKAh2P0TK7jA-3D-3DevYN_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKOnSC9BNzttjOFpTyGmcAoHeukvMSi0ABSMQYitVhbABOk0Sp4D4fc4I0zymN9EcEjiOkPKNSbdmBBMLkUKsaFzyXTAxVgxlH4TBJHzJFstHFxyKvRzu2DUkLv1bgV1GOjg3iDkMR86Koqt3MSo2CzW5qA1XLpFW-2FTjM68un-2FXfvquC29Nz2Vs3OhI9m1zn1N1sEBvk4TgPIT51FDliqVEgPq7dgBHMo-2FMG9DKYN4raQZ8gtpsKA3IJnoyzvY3FHhToLciVbT-2BWS5ZjAQ10cpF5
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFkHu9d41qCRr06ZB-2Fr7PmsIRXu-2F44ysGA8SIpP291vJtA4HKD4UqwY8IMliff03-2BYMp0zCwmemHAZ2OLn-2FJK6QIqY8l7tTfq3fkHD52wQkB7sBEYvns0orToexp9zcPKu1GvlXCITxw9-2BWejxY342mMUfDQi8lcaYdq2B3VmEnCHtfU6KJoEc4XUjCXN0N-2FOicjmtDrPRLn0TkhMWIgJezG2daPEv0IluberEggf3NY5Tb03JzQslSkzNF4-2BC4NVtdZ8iEDPyWmZQPFUlWnvAiQ-3D-3DzR8X_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKOnSC9BNzttjOFpTyGmcAoHeukvMSi0ABSMQYitVhbABOk0Sp4D4fc4I0zymN9EcEjiOkPKNSbdmBBMLkUKsaFzyXTAxVgxlH4TBJHzJFstHFxyKvRzu2DUkLv1bgV1GOgN-2BiGywMVMkZJrEUraPQnzxi1oMK2CZ2ILTr4wXtLj-2Fi9bv8Sma-2BTG3Tv3YSfkXcGyKdTJWOFzZlI1eqbKrbduyW2YPRtwFzfzIkhKaVS8z5rIucY8w1mBWkylsn2SQNaXdLHmoYOpXJxgb5-2BF6Dij
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http://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_members_to_present_latest_research_during_upcoming_annual_meeting_of_the_aquatic_plant_management_society/prweb18031154.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_members_to_present_latest_research_during_upcoming_annual_meeting_of_the_aquatic_plant_management_society/prweb18031154.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_members_to_present_latest_research_during_upcoming_annual_meeting_of_the_aquatic_plant_management_society/prweb18031154.htm
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http://www.prweb.com/releases/the_results_are_in_wssa_survey_ranks_most_common_and_most_troublesome_weeds_in_grass_crops_pasture_and_turf/prweb17926006.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/the_results_are_in_wssa_survey_ranks_most_common_and_most_troublesome_weeds_in_grass_crops_pasture_and_turf/prweb17926006.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/the_results_are_in_wssa_survey_ranks_most_common_and_most_troublesome_weeds_in_grass_crops_pasture_and_turf/prweb17926006.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/the_results_are_in_wssa_survey_ranks_most_common_and_most_troublesome_weeds_in_grass_crops_pasture_and_turf/prweb17926006.htm
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Internal 

What information was posted on the WSSA website?  

• Our 13 press releases were posted to the press section of the WSSA website.   

• We posted a fact sheet and web promo on HRAC mode of action updates. 

• We posted a web promo for the “War Against Weeds” podcast. 

 
3. How much funds were requested?  How much was spent?   

• Requested: $18,000 

• 2021 Spending: $14,875 for Cision distribution contract, writing support.  
       

4. What was the impact of the committee activities/accomplishments on the following: 

membership, publication, policy, legislation, and/or education?   

Our press releases and other outreach initiatives have raised the visibility of WSSA, its 
members, weed science and weed-related issues among readers of a wide range of industry 
trades, newspapers and online media. A few examples of our 2021 press coverage are listed 
below – triggered by our press releases and the visibility of our members: 

• Ag Daily: Students test Their Skills in Regional Weed Science Contests 

• Brownfield News: Robotic Success in Specialty Crops Has Row Crop Crossover 

• The Barn Ag News Network: Years of Effective Weed Control Required to Produce 
Prized Christmas Trees, WSSA Says 

• The Barn Ag News Network: Scientists Make Moves to Fundamentally Alter Weed 
Control 

• The Daily Scoop: Weed Scientists Name Most Common, Most Troublesome Weeds 

• The Daily Scoop: Focus on MOA and SOA to Improve Weed-Control Outcomes 
• The Daily Scoop: Scientists Make Moves to Fundamentally Alter Weed Control 
• Farm Progress: WSSA Honors Weed Scientists 

• KQLX Ag News: WSSA Announces 2021 Virtual Meetings 

• Markets Insider: Weed Science Society of America Honors Award Winners 
• Next 9News, Denver: Broadcast Video on Tumbleweeds, Featuring Todd Gaines/Phil 

Westra 

• Progressive Farmer: Meet the Worst Weeds in the Patch 

• RealAgriculture Radio: Interview with Lee Van Wychen on Weed Survey 

• Seed Today: WSSA Survey Ranks Most Common and Most Troublesome Weeds in Grass 
Crops, Pasture, and Turf 

• Seed Quest: Can Artificial Intelligence Help Growers Win the Weed Wars? 

• The New York Times: Attack of the Superweeds 

• The Wall Street Journal: The Secret to a Low-Maintenance Flower Garden? Beautiful 
Weeds 

• UC Weed Science Blog: Can Artificial Intelligence Help Growers Win the Weed Wars? 

• U of Nebraska Newsroom: Graduate Students Earn Top Honors at Annual Weed Science 
Meeting 

• UW-Madison News Service: UW–Madison Students Compete, Place at Weed Science 
Society of America Contest 

http://wssa.net/society/press-room/
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/HRAC-FACT-SHEET-FINAL-1.pdf
https://wssa.net/2021/04/have-you-heard-about-hracs-mode-of-action-updates/
https://wssa.net/2021/06/new-podcast-focuses-on-the-war-against-weeds/
https://www.agdaily.com/crops/students-test-skills-regional-weed-science-contests/
https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/robotic-success-in-specialty-crops-has-row-crop-crossover/
https://barnmedia.net/2021/12/13/years-of-effective-weed-control-required-to-produce-prized-christmas-trees-wssa-says/
https://barnmedia.net/2021/12/13/years-of-effective-weed-control-required-to-produce-prized-christmas-trees-wssa-says/
https://barnmedia.net/2021/08/11/08-11-21-wssa-news-scientists-make-moves-to-fundamentally-alter-weed-control/
https://barnmedia.net/2021/08/11/08-11-21-wssa-news-scientists-make-moves-to-fundamentally-alter-weed-control/
https://www.thedailyscoop.com/news/new-products/weed-scientists-name-most-common-most-troublesome-weeds
https://www.thedailyscoop.com/news/new-products/focus-moa-and-soa-improve-weed-control-outcomes
https://www.thedailyscoop.com/news/retail-industry/scientists-make-moves-fundamentally-alter-weed-control
https://www.farmprogress.com/management/wssa-honors-weed-scientists
https://www.agnews890.com/2021/01/15/wssa-announces-2021-virtual-meetings/
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/weed-science-society-of-america-honors-award-winners-at-annual-meeting-1028961179
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRHJEEOGpZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRHJEEOGpZk
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/blogs/production-blog/blog-post/2021/08/31/meet-worst-weeds-patch
https://www.realagriculture.com/2021/05/palmer-amaranth-bluegrass-foxtail-rank-among-the-toughest-weed-problems-in-grassy-crops/
https://www.seedtoday.com/article/234076/wssa-survey-ranks-most-common-and-most-troublesome-weeds-in-grass-crops-pasture-and-turf
https://www.seedtoday.com/article/234076/wssa-survey-ranks-most-common-and-most-troublesome-weeds-in-grass-crops-pasture-and-turf
https://www.seedquest.com/news.php?type=news&id_article=126325&id_region=&id_category=&id_crop=
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/18/magazine/superweeds-monsanto.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-secret-to-a-low-maintenance-flower-garden-beautiful-weeds-11626370468?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-secret-to-a-low-maintenance-flower-garden-beautiful-weeds-11626370468?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=46132
https://newsroom.unl.edu/announce/unlagrohortnews/12444/72591
https://newsroom.unl.edu/announce/unlagrohortnews/12444/72591
https://ecals.cals.wisc.edu/2021/09/17/uw-madison-students-compete-place-at-weed-science-society-of-america-contest/
https://ecals.cals.wisc.edu/2021/09/17/uw-madison-students-compete-place-at-weed-science-society-of-america-contest/


 

 

Internal 

• Vegetable Growers News: Head of University of Tennessee Plant Sciences Gets Weed 

Society Honor 
 

 

5. What is the current state of the committee’s projects and activities?   

• A second press release on upcoming annual meetings was released in Jan 2022.  

• We have a press release on crested floatingheart that will release in advance of 
Valentine’s Day. 

• We have a variety of press release ideas in queue on topics that range from plant ID 
apps to weed management in hemp/cannabis. 

• Work is nearly finalized on a project to drive interest in careers in weed science, which 
will include a promotional poster and career information for posting on the WSSA 
website. 

• We are considering a plan to promote weed science books that might be useful to weed 
scientists and students. 

 

  

6. 2022 Plan for Committee Activities  

• Increase public awareness of weeds, their impact and effective management techniques  

• Bring attention to important weed control programs and challenges   

• Raise the visibility of WSSA and the weed science profession 
 

• Plan of Action:   

• Continue meeting every two weeks by teleconference to plan press releases, fact sheets 
and other public awareness initiatives. 

• Continue to increase our social media presence. 

• Continue to identify and act on emerging issues.  

• Engage with Herbicide Resistance Education Committee and with “Take Action” 
commodity group committees to align messaging related to herbicide resistant weeds. 

• Continue to work with Science Policy and Weed Loss committees to conduct national 
weed surveys. 

 

7. Recommendations for Board/Society Action:    

 

 

8. Funds requested for 2022:  

• $18,000 for Public Awareness initiatives  

• Other requests: Currently there are no other requests. 
 

https://vegetablegrowersnews.com/news/head-of-university-of-tennessee-plant-sciences-gets-weed-society-honor/
https://vegetablegrowersnews.com/news/head-of-university-of-tennessee-plant-sciences-gets-weed-society-honor/

