WSSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Sheraton Puerto Rico Hotel
Thursday, February 11, 2016

The meeting was called to order by President Kevin Bradley at 12:05 pm, followed by introductions and welcome to new members.	
Board members present: Kevin Bradley, Janis McFarland, Scott Senseman, Sarah Ward, Mark Bernards, Nick Basinger, Reid Smeda, Marty Schraer, Andrew Kniss, Bryan Young, Rob Richardson, Prasanta Bhowmik, Rick Boydston, Eric Palmer, Dallas Peterson, Joyce Lancaster, Lee Van Wychen
[bookmark: _GoBack]Non-Board members present: David Shaw, Tony Ballard, Darrin Dodds
Number of additional SWSS guests present for initial discussions of meeting summary. 
Meeting Update report – Joyce Lancaster 
Total Registrations 723, 29 no shows, over 100 walk up registrations.
Feedback from Board members on conference, hotel, AV, etc. – SWSS and WSSA
There was positive feedback on the joint meeting. The meeting went well and there were minimal negative comments about the program or facilities.  The student contest went well and was a big success.  Several posters were missing. Poster participants should be encouraged to have an adequate supply of color copies of their poster to hand out.  One suggestion for future joint meetings is to encourage good communication with and between section co-chairs.
Herbicide Resistance Education committee report – David Shaw
David Shaw reported the Herbicide Resistance Education committee is interested in planning a third herbicide resistant summit focused on practitioner perceptions on the adoption of resistance management strategies and the implications of conservation programs, crop insurance, and incentives.  Planning workshops will be needed in 2016 with a focus on issues in different regions.  The committee hopes to have a third Herbicide Resistance Summit in the fall of 2017.  David recommend WSSA commit $10,000 as a display of support for another summit.  Discussion ensued regarding committee makeup and turnover.  
EPA Special Committee updates – Andrew Kniss, Kevin Bradley and Dallas Peterson
Andrew Kniss reported good dialogue with EPA at the meetings.  The committees are moving forward with assigned tasks and follow up. 
Approval of travel costs for invited EPA speakers – Michael Barrett 
Michael Barrett requested the option of spending funds budgeted for EPA SME expenses on travel for invited speakers to present seminars to EPA on special topics of interest. The board was agreeable with his suggestion.
Graduate student contest review and plans – Darrin Dodds and Nick Basinger
The Graduate student poster contest went well. The arrangement of contest posters together helped facilitate judging and interaction.  The score sheet worked well, but more consistency is needed among judges.  Darrin and the contest committee will develop rules and score sheets for the oral paper contest for approval at the summer board meeting.  It was recommended to post score sheets and rules of the student contests at the website prior to the annual meeting for student awareness.
Presentation and approval of 2016 budget – Rick Boydston
The 2016 budget recommendation developed by the Finance committee was presented to the board by Rick Boydston.  The costs for the 2016 meeting were higher than expected due to high attendance and meeting location. 
Rich Boydston moved to accept the budget proposed by the Finance committee.  Seconded by Reid Smeda.  Motion passed unanimously.
Commitment to Post & Maintain the a.i./MOA group list on website – Kevin Bradley
EPA requested that WSSA provide a listing of herbicides by herbicide site of action on the website.
Mark Bernards moved that WSSA post a listing of herbicides by herbicide site of action based on the herbicide handbook.  Seconded by Andrew Kniss.  Motion passed unanimously.
Kevin Bradley will assign a new committee to address herbicide site of action listings and to bring a proposal to the board by the summer meeting to repopulate the Herbicide Handbook committee with redefined responsibilities for the MOP.
Decision on WSSA sponsorship of APS Phytobiomes initiative – Lee Van Wychen
Andrew Kniss moved that WSSA not accept the offer to endorse the Phytobiome Roadmap.  Eric Palmer seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Lee Van Wychen will respond to the organizers that WSSA is not interested at this point, but may consider in the in future with further review and input from the weed science community. 
Executive Secretary/Business Manager search update – Kevin Bradley
Kevin Bradley indicated proposals for future business management of WSSA and affiliated societies was narrowed to four companies.  Additional information will be solicited from the final four companies, followed by a second review and possible conference call with final selections.
Potential for recording of oral sessions – Mark Bernards
NCWSS records sessions based on author preference and makes the presentations available at the website, which is password protected for viewing by members only.  Currently about 1/3 of presentations at NCWSS are recorded.  It was decided to have further discussion at the summer board meeting on potential recording of sessions at future WSSA annual meetings.
Transparency/FOIA/sustaining membership – Janis McFarland
Janis McFarland visited with different sustaining members, who generally are supportive of helping fund WSSA initiatives and establishing a vehicle for equal funding without reference to specific initiatives.  Sustaining membership dues will be increased slightly this year.  
New business
Kevin Bradley brought up the idea of supporting an internship with the Director of Science Policy to assist with those duties.   Lee Van Wychen will consider the possibilities and may develop a proposal for board consideration.
Graduate Student Organization Report – Nick Basinger
Nick Basinger reported 76 students attended the graduate student workshop at the meeting, which was very successful.  About 150 students attended the graduate student luncheon.  Chase Samples from Mississippi State University was elected Vice-President and Kara Pittman from Virginia Tech was elected secretary of the WSSA Graduate Student organization for the upcoming year.
Summer Board meeting plans – Joyce Lancaster
The summer board meeting is scheduled for July 12-13 at the Hilton El Conquistador Resort outside of Tucson, AZ.  The board meetings will take place all day on July 12 and the morning of July 13.  Joyce Lancaster will take care of hotel arrangements.   Transportation will be provided by the hotel to and from the airport.
Scott Senseman moved to adjourn.  Prasanta Bhowmik seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting Adjourned.
