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Start 8 AM

Janis McFarland.  Introductions and agenda changes.

Motion: Move Chase’s agenda item up for tomorrow, so he can catch flight.  Hilary Sandler motioned and Sarah Ward second; unanimous. 

Motion to approve all four sets (BOD February, pre-meeting; BOD post-meeting, February business meeting and June conference call) of minutes.  Kevin Bradley motioned and Larry Steckel second; unanimous.

Mike Barrett: transitioning out of liaison position. Best thing: Greg Kruger made second seminar presentation on droplet size related to efficacy, good interest! Dan Reynolds came in; online course on auxins; exposed EPA to educational efforts. This has encouraged EPA to reach out to experts, they get to know who’s out there and this helps liaison position. Our collaboration is going well and is recognized by both parties. Jill is vital component.

Mike’s muses: EPA wants more accurate info about what happens in the field, re: risk assessments. They don’t always know what people are REALLY doing in the field.  Field tours for EPA staff, they can do it and do with all disciplines.  They find our tours are “real life” with out an agenda.  Positive.  Planning for tour this summer and that is going well. Aug 14-18 Garden City-Witchita, KS.

List of unfinished business: resistance issues not resolved; reporting system not here yet; sprayer guidelines (what was this?) w John Byrd. Define types/kinds spray equipment are out there. Comments that count are those that are substantiated by data/literature, etc. EPA has been responsive when comments are substantial. Has Herbicide 101 topics.  Drones as applicators? EPA has task force looking at this. Do current risk assessments fit for UAV apps?

Registration fees for nonWSSA federal attendees? Can we write a proposal? $50? Janis rec to table and discuss with FinCom, re: general membership and fed employees; what would be impact on budget, etc. Focus on this specific meeting. Right now 1 day is $225. Targeted invites seems like a good approach and perhaps give them complimentary limited access to the meeting.

Potential replacement.  Greg Kruger offered up during conf call. Making space on his dance card to accommodate the new work. Mike and he discussed how this might fit it. His program is very ambitious. High comfort level from him and Jill. Travel from North Platt (where?). Mike will transition with him, starting September.

Mark Bernards: add term of service for this position? Nothing in MOPs right now. 

Motion: Support Greg Kruger to be approved as WSSA-EPA liaison. John Byrd motioned and Scott Senseman second, unanimous.

LEE: Lee sent around DSP report last night. House reinstated several items zeroed out by Trump. $1.85 returned on every $1 given in capacity funds! Many issues!! Technology in future farm bills. (Will his report be included in the minutes?)

Herbicide off-target: What should WSSA’s role be? Handle at local level may be the way to go? Growers shouldn’t be blamed. Can we improve risk assessment process so that this can be mitigated? Research, extension, education and stewardship—how do we go forward? Impact too on organic farms!! If they get drifted onto, they are impacted for years to get back to certification.  We could help to get hard data on actual acreage affected.  Likely we have underreporting going on to state ag agencies. Revitalize EUPs? Maybe this could have helped to see on “scale” issue.  Not working on 10x30 plots. Was any volatility data collected? Mike thought yes; was it done by University or company? Need unbiased.

Info gathering + communication; need Working Group to move forward. We can give them charges. Do PR to show we are taking action.  Remained unbiased at this point.  Formulations group already active and give them new charges, scope, timeline? Extension, resistance, education? Draw on those to create a working group? We are an Education org not a regulatory org. We need a good responsive chair! President can appoint special committee.

Motion: We support formation of SC for herbicide off-target movement. Sarah Ward motioned and Janis McFarland second. Unanimous.

Symposia discussion (Scott Senseman): 9 people ranked symposia so far, Scott hoping for more input. Certainly we want symposia participants to be able publish in our journals.  Some discussion on budget requests; some don’t have budget to publish so we would like to encourage that.

Visit to EPA 1-3 pm

How can WSSA help EPA? Provide practical hands-on information; economics; specialty operations and applications (e.g., pastures, roadsides)

EPA updates: plans underway to go back to pre-November 2015 WPS rules, perhaps by end of 2017. Certificate and Training Rules: extended to May 2018; Endangered Species Act: interagency discussions underway to get consensus.  Pollinator protection: every state has/is developing a plan but we need metrics to measure progress.  Task force is being re-engaged.  Monarch butterfly: plans underway to publish something by year’s end; trying to identify science to tie into stressors for the monarch.

Return to Marriott; restart around 4:36 pm

Janis McFarland: metrics for Strategic Plan goals. We are halfway through the plan; let’s see where we are. JANIS TO ADD TEXT HERE.

IMI Update (Eric Gustafon): transition going smoothly, save publications (;-)). May need to re-garner “areas of expertise” (it did not get transferred). Eric had to re-build portions of the database to interface with Member Clicks.  Best to tie it to registration; not a requirement but make it prominent. Revised presentation of financial information.

Mobile apps: currently have Guidebooks, should we get a new one Crowdcompass?  Eric leery about doing a new anything this year (pubs were new last year).  CC is $1000 cheaper. We now pay $3500. General feel was to stay with Guidebooks.

Rick Boydston, Treasurer: Financial report was sent via email. Met twice with Jeff Holloway twice and transfer our funds to Raymond James from Wells Fargo.  On Page 4 are pie charts of revenue and expenses. This is our only year of double (overlap) payments from AllenPress and Cambridge Press.  Still hope to change fiscal year to July-June but for now, still staying with Dec-Nov. Few more issues (tax reporting) to resolve. Rick recommends to consider members of the FinCom to be Treasurer nominees.

Membership dues $175 and $50 for students; registration rates on Page 2.  Meeting registration includes membership and then there’s “nonattending membership”.

Targeted invitees for reduced rate for this meeting, mostly for EPA.

Endowment fund spending estimate for student scholarship.  For this upcoming year is about $17K (~4%) with the option of going up to 5%.

Motion: accept fincom recommendations with the modification of removing non-member option. Early bird registration with 1-year membership will be $650 for regular members and student registration with 1-year membership for $200 for all timings. Sarah Ward motioned and Mark Bernards second. 11 yeas, 1 abstention (2 board members missing).

Adjourn Scott Senseman motioned and Andrew Kniss second, unanimous 5:45 pm.


Friday July 14
Start 8:05 am

SAME GROUP (14 BOD) MINUS Mike Barrett.

Guitar tab hd from Scott

Motion to modify agenda to allow Chase to go first and omit executive session. Larry Steckel motioned and Mark Bernards second; unanimous.

Chase: good growth in student participation. Presented proposal for student internships scholarships. 6 nights, 5 days $2K. 2 PhD, 2 Masters, and 1 UG. Put to Endowment Committee and change program to “Student” instead of currently “Undergraduate”. Previous discussion was to perhaps cost-share with the Regionals. Endowment Cmte could decide how to appropriate the funds. Rob to suggest to do “pilot” in first year and see how it goes. Maybe hold off on UG for first time around. Professional Development Cmte to handle logistics? Denis O’Daro is chair now. Awardees to go outside their host region, highly encouraged if possible. Students could make video for the web site to give them a responsibility and promote the program. 

What about funding Grads to come to WSSA meeting? Another pot of money perhaps.

Would start in summer 2018.  They should be members to apply for the scholarship. Concern that some students could be disadvantaged enough not to be able to pay for membership. Host and recipient must be members.  Andrew to reach out to Prof Dev; Chase will tighten up proposal based on BOD feedback. Eric will check with Canadian society to confirm that they want to participate.

Motion: support a pilot graduate student enrichment/development scholarship targeting the 4 regions and Canada at $2K per student with a total budget cap of $10K. This motion will not be tied to Canadian assent to participate. Janis McFarland motioned and Rick Boydston second. Unanimous.

Another thought: Perhaps consider “elevator pitches” in lieu of 15 min student contest. Kevin Bradley provided some feedback: becoming onerous. Need to make a change?? Cut down the number of presentations?

Chase left at 9 am.

SARAH: addressing challenges regarding member log on issues. Improved searchability for keywords for Cambridge journals.  She sent report.  Our impact factors are down, especially Weed Technology. Editorial stipends $17.5K have not increased in a decade and work load has gone up. Proposed bump up to $20K. Can we get a better sense of prediction for journal income, etc so that we can see what’s going on.  

Newsletter editor issue. Carl Libby (newsletter@wssa.net) is working out well. He is retired and does have the time, which is great. Time sensitive issues should not go into newsletter.

Revising author instructions is underway.

SCOTT: 2018 meeting. Finalizing general program. Do final walk around with Eric today. Symposia are sorting out based on rankings. 6 symposia and 1 teaching workshop, $18.1K for budget if fully funded. Jill and David to combine and Duke and Dahl to combine; just missing invasive grass one and re-propose for New Orleans.

Motion: support 6/1 with a cap of $20K for a total budget. Janis McFarland motioned and John Byrd second. Unanimous.

Women’s breakfast: push to get more women into weed science. Have done this at NC for about 3 years. 40-50 in attendance. Networking is goal. Maybe $25pp for continental. As of 2015, <15% of WSSA are women.

Motion: support and fund the proposal. Andrew Kniss motioned and Rob Richardson second. Unanimous.

Pre conference tours (Phil): Botanic garden, natural history museum and national park service. Limit it to 2 options.  Lee mentioned the arboretum but not so good in the winter. Trolley option.

2020 site selection (ERIC): Big Island Waikoloa joint meeting with WSWS if time frame can be moved back later into Feb if possible. Eric will see if they have openings for later time frame. Thinking about 1400 room nights.

Motion: Scott Senseman motioned and Bryan Young second; supportive of focusing on meeting on Big Island Waikoloa. 11 yeas with 2 abstains.

Phil Banks departed 11:15 am

Mark Bernards: electronic voting: how to do expediting e-vote.  Mark will write some language to allow us to do this.

Eric Gustafson: incorporate and clean up database info to facilitate abstract submission. APEX group. WSSA is the only group that APEX does not do; trying to get consistency.  Costs estimate is $3K. Other technological features will be another $2K (ppt size, enter advisor name, run reports). Contact regionals to see if they would cost-share the $2K.

Motion: Approve $3K for web site improvements regarding database improvements and review benefits of what needs to be added in the future. Janis McFarland motioned and Larry Steckel second, unanimous.

CEU discussion: Our current contract expired in February. New contract is slated to run June through May. Total bill is $12K; industry companies had been contributing but that has been dropping off. We have about $9K of industry monies so far. We get our logo on the educational materials. Is this a good value for us? Janis recommended following up with HRAC and other partners prior to making a decision.

Rob Richardson left 11:50 am.

Janis McFarland: Need nominations for CAST liaison. Jim Kell’s term expires in October 2017.  3-year term. 
Agronomy Society would like to have closer relationship with us; have a panel at meeting in Fall 2018 perhaps?
Herbicide Resistance Management Network website. It is sub of the HR committee. Hoping to have more communication with the committee and the board.  Have they gone off on their own a bit too much? They are listed as a project of WSSA. Seems like there are several issues going on here. Put them on the agenda for February.  Need to contact them to see what’s up. The web site is live now but should it be?

Motion: Herbicideresistance.org web site should be temporarily deactivated ASAP. Mark Bernards motioned and Sarah Ward second. Unanimous.

Adjourn Bryan/Andrew 12:20 pm.











